CHAPTER 6

America: Out of the Liberal Mold
i)

-rhe European precedents had demonstrated the strengths as well as the
weaknesses of social security, but untl the 1930s America remained un-
convinced. It could not follow in the footsteps of the patriarchal German:
wadition, nor could it accept the leveling kind of egalitarianism that inspired
the origins of the British welfare state. At home the attacks on the liberal
iradition, the attempts to formulate an indigenous ideology of protection,
had been only partially successful. The enactment of workmen's com-
pensation and limited assistance programs had not committed the country
1o the concept of mass protection through a compulsory system. There was
still .a strong, widespread beliel that America was sufficiently different from
Europe that this kind of curtailment of individual freedom was unnecessary
and even harmful. The rathqr,_,prosperous.dwde_of_th_x.gzn&-ﬂ-lthough
giving occasional cause for concern, had dampened the spirit of reform in
America and had renewed faith in the free market system. It was only when
the Great Depressionrevealedina shocking manner M‘E@QW
the citizen in the Americaxmm’state that the sull potent individualistic
wradition could be overcome. The momentous éhaﬁgemﬁgf it became
accepted that it was the task of the pational government, rather than thejobof
merely state and local authorities, to pravide economic security forthe citizen,
This chapter examines how the liberal tradition was finally overcome and,
also, how its influence persisted in the shaping of the right to protection.

THE IMPACT OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
The 1g30s was an important turning point in American economic history.

The whole system of capitalist free enterprise was suddenly on the defensive
on a scale never before witnessed in America. The shock of the depression
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