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Poverty in the United States and Other Western Countries

DID YOU KNOW?

More than one In five

US. chaebol are

enter (breton-bcm or

have at least one

(May 2002) It fc> difficult to compare poverty levels in different countries- Countries not only have

different currencies, they have Afferent family income levels, consumption pattens, prices for goods

and services (which aflect purchasing power), spencSng patterns, and family and demographic

characteristics, afferent countries also adopt very cSRerent criteria for setting absolute income

thresholds that define poverty. As a result, most cross-national stutes use rcfatNe measures of poverty

as a basis for comparison.

A recent study by Timothy Smeeding, Lee Rainwater, and Gary Burtiess showed striking differences in

western countries' rates of relative poverty, which they defined as 50 percent of the median adjusted

disposable personal Income (ADIN) for persons (adjusted for family size). They also measured deep

poverty, defined as 40 percent of the median ADIN. Using data from the Luxembourg Income Study,

the researchers shewed that the United States has the highest relative poverty (and deep poverty)

rates among those countries observed (see figure).

Relative Poverty In Selected

Industrialized Countries, 1990s

Select a topic

Select a region or country

Monthly live online"

conversations about

population, hearth, and

environment.

A ***** 6,555,000,000

"jt United Stats: 300,000,000

tn deep poverty ("cortcs lew (tun *
pe-cent or njticrwl rw: o- ;

Saute Luoemtnrg Inanne Study, "Key Figures:

Rds*« Pwerty Rates"

(wwwJctJiujccLfv^/

fcgyf»3wts/pt>mtr<atfc.htrn. aacsed April 2.

2002).

Ejiptortflg current domestic snd

intemsttonal popiiatton issues

srxl trends

PowerPoint presentations on

popubtion and health

Current research results and

their (ntptiCBtfons

Electronic library far

reproductive and cftkJ health,

WV/AIDS, and population

Tools to promote gender equity

proQnwns workhmde

Reference

"nmothy Smeeding et al., tlnited States Poverty in a Cross-National Context," fioaa 21, no. 3 (2001):
50-54.

Evidence-based anar/ses to

Inform health poncymsldTig in

developing countries.

CBpyright 2007, PoptdatiOB Retocnce Bureaa. AD rigrits reserved. •

187S Connecticut Avenue, NW • Sute S20 • WasNnglon, DC 2O0O9-5728 • USA

Phone: 800-877-SB81 • Fax: 202-328-3937 • e-mail:

Ofl 7/8/2007 1:02 AM


