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To Avoid Deficit, Michigan -
Ends Welfare to Some Adults

By DON TERRY

Speiialie Ihe New Yors Times

DETROIT. (v 4 — For Ruth
Wilham- o maddleape prang.
mother who savs she- has c-thma
high blood pressare and phlebiis
the wellare chech tur $+7 50 she
received 1wace o month tom the
State of Michigan “was hke o Ble
rafi ™

UM poor, very poot she saad
“The check wasn't much, but ot
gave me o chance to fecl hke 3
~human being.”™

On Tuesdav, the checks stopped
coming

Eucod with a budget dehicu and
hoping o ond “wellare dependen-
ey the State Legistature chane
naied the general assistance wel-
fare program tor mon than
80.000 adult:. who are <o poor that
they can 1vpically have nu more
than a car worth §1.500

Aid for Able-Bodied

Mos! states have some form of
generai assistance welfare pro-
gram for poor. able-bedicd adulis
without children. Now Michigan,
after vears of providing some of
the nauon's broadest weliare cov-
erage. has resomnded  welfare
bencfits for such people. yoimng a
small but growmy nomber of
staies that deny them mc.

“We don'i have the money 10
pay for evervthing anvmore.”

‘said John Truscott, a spokesman
for Gov. John Engler. o Republh-

can. *And 1t’s forcing us 1o make:

decisions.’”

It is a refran that can be heard
across the country. Next month,
Marviand. faced with budget
problems of 1its own, will also

some ve_r? pamnful and difficuh

eliminate its peneral assistance
program. cutting off payments 10
24,000 adults

Many recipienis of general as-
sstance. experts on welfare is-
suces Sav, are the watking wound-
ed of society. They fall through
the cracks of other programs;
either they are 100 young for So-
cal Security or too healthy for
disabihiy. They are often home-
less. and many have been sn and
out of mental institunions or drug i
Lregiment centers. )

Tymically, recipients are single
men with poor educations and few
job skills. the experts say. But in
Michigan, 46 percent of the recipi-
ents were women, many of them
divorced or widowed homemak-
ers n their 40°'s and 50°s.

‘Program of Last Resort®

As the economy darkens, many
recipients are low-level workers,
like Richard Burnell, 49 years old,
a Detroit florist's assistant, who
have lost their jobs and have ex-
hausted unemployment benefits.

“A lot of people coming into
welfare offices are people who
have never been on aid before,”
sind Julie Strawn of the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, a
not-for-profit research organiza-
uon in Washington. “They're not
necessarily all people who fit pub-
he sterotypes.. But 1 don’t think
the public really understands how
important G.A. is as the program
of last resort. There is nothing
else for people when G.A. goes

Continued on Page Al2, Column 2
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