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To Avoid Deficit, Michigan

Ends Welfare toSomeAdults

[)! I Hull u.i 4
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By DON TERRY

>rr.-i»:io li' s». You limn

— For Rulh

h.t

J phl-.-ln:i-

the wp||;ne check lu> S«" r>o shr

rpi pived iwue ;i month ::um th«-

Stale of Micluuan "w.i.-. like .1 tile

rah "

■*!'m puoi. very pnui she said

"The 1 hrrk wasn't mm t hu: 11

pave me a chann It. l«-el like a

human hemp."

On 1 uosda\. the check- .-.lopped

cominf;

^aced with .1 budppt dc!u 11 nni!
hoping to cntl "wcll.irp dppi'ntlcn-

cy." the Siair Legislature' rltmi-

nated the jienerul assistance wel

fare program im nmn than

80.000 adult;- who arp so rMxir thai

they can typically have mi more

than a car worth $1300

Aid for Able-Bodied

Most states have some form of

generai assistance welfare pro

gram for poor, able-bodied aduhs

wnhout children. Now .Michigan,

afier years of providing snmc of

the nation's broad??i wK.tre cov

erage, has rescinded welfare

benefits for such people, loining a

small but growing nomber of

staics that deny them aid

"We do:i'i have the money 10

pay for everything anymore."

'said John Truscott. a spokesman

for Gov. John Engler. n Republi

can. "And it's forcing us to make-

some verv painfu! and difficult

decisions.LJ

It is a refrain that can be heard
across the country. Next month,

Maryland, faced with budget

problems of tt.s own, will also

eliminate its general assistance

procram. cutting off payments lo

:m.0<X> adults

Man> recipients of general as-

MManrc. experts on welfare is-

sue> say. are the walking wound

ed of society They fall ihrough

the cracks of other programs;

enher they are loo young for So

cial Security or loo healthy for

disability. They are often home

less, and many have been in and

nut of mental institutions or drug

treatment centers.

Typically, recipients are single

men with poor educations and few

juO skills, the experts say. But in

Michigan. 46 percent of the recipi

ents were women, many of them

divorced or widowed homemak-

crs in their 40's and SO's.

'Program of Last Resort*

As the economy darkens, many

recipients are low-level workers,

like Richard Burnell. 49 years old,

a Detroit florist's assistant, who

have lost their jobs and have ex

hausted unemployment benefits.

"A lot of people coming into

welfare offices are people who

have never been on aid before,"

s;ud Julie Strawn of the Center on

Budget and Policy Priorities, a

not-for-profit research organiza

tion in Washington. "They're not

necessarily all people who (it pub-

he sterotypes. But I don't think

the public really understands how

important G.A. is as the program

of last resort. There is nothing

else for people when G.A. goes

Continued on Page A12, Column 2
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