Clerkship Computer Resources Survey

Everything you ever wanted to know about the electronic resources available to medical students.  This report was compiled based on the responses of 42 P&S 3rd and 4th years.  The information was gathered when respondents filled out an online (web-based) form.  This method of data collection may slightly confound the results.

Personal Digital Assistants (A.K.A. Palm Pilots, PDAs)

Percentage of Respondents 

Who Own a PDA:             93%
What Type of PDA Do You Own?
Utility of your PDA During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        4.44
What Do You Use Your PDA For?
Was Using a PDA Efficient?

(5.00 is Very Efficient):  3.79
What Programs Do You Use?

Handspring Visor

Palm Vx

Palm III

Palm m505

Sony CLIE

Palm V

Palm IIIxe

Palm m100

HP Jornada 520s series

Palm VII

Palm m500
Number

12

9

5

3

3

2

1

1

1

1

1


Drug Information

Disease Information

Keeping Daily Schedule

Keeping Track of Patients

Interpreting Arterial Blood Gases

Phone Directory

Other


% Used

95%

55%

67%

17%

21%

79%

21%
Epocrates

QID

5 Minute Clinical Consult

Med Math

Harrison's for Palm

Other


% Used

86%

36%

43%

55%

2%

26%



Other Uses: Calculating medical formulas, Printing (on any IR printer), Diagnostic criteria, Spanish-English dictionary, Microsoft Word/Excel, E-mail, AvantGo, Vindigo, To-Do List, Notetaking, Growth Charts, Alarm Clock
Other Programs: Merck Manual, Medcalc, HanD Base, Patient Keeper, Tarscon Pharmacopia, ABXGuide, Patient Tracker, Mosby's Rx, Dr. Drugs, Documents To Go, InStep Print, Taber's Medical Dictionary, Physician's Drug Handbook, LexiDrugs, Outlines in Clinical Medicine, Dorland's



Percentage Who Recommend 

Purchasing a PDA?           88%

What Type of PDA Should You Purchase?
What Special Features Should You Look For In a PDA?


Minimum

· 8 MB Memory with expansion slot

· Small enough to fit in your white coat

· Rechargable


Recommended

· 16-64 MB Memory with expansion slot

· Palm OS (so you can beam information to classmates)

· Color Screen



Sony CLIE

Palm m515

Palm m505

Compaq iPaq 

Palm Vx

Handspring Visor


Votes

7

4

4

3

3

3


Other Comments

PDAs are nice, by no means necessary and can be a considerable expense...Buy LOTS of memory (repeated over and over and over)...Expansion memory takes longer to access than main memory, and not all programs can access it...Once you've incorporated it into your life, it really makes things easier...Some students noted problems with PDAs crashing especially when memory is maxed out with programs (Palm m505 was mentioned)...The SONY's are a great bang for the buck- my next one will be the 615c...One student was adamant that you should purchase a PocketPC.  They ARE more powerful, but they are also larger and don't have as much software written for them YET...More information is available at CNET.com or in Consumer Reports.

Please note that % Utilization Data for all categories is computed as number of responders selecting each option divided by TOTAL number of responders.  In other words, if only 10% of the responders are using the service and it says that 10% are using the service for a specific task, every person who is using that service is using said service for the specific task.

Medline

Access via CPMC Library at http://cpmcnet.columbia.edu/library/ 

Service is FREE via Library

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing Medline:    83%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of Medline During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        3.80

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

26%

21%

50%

81%

71%


Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

5%

79%

26%

48%

55%

General Comments on Medline:

Use anytime, anywhere....Good for an in-depth search on a specific topic, takes a while to sift through articles...Frustrating compared to PubMed....Pubmed is better if you live off-campus... Remember that MD Consult does NOT have all the journals in there. Ovid Medline is nice because you can link to some of the full text resources that are available directly.  If the link isn't there, CPMC Library might still have an electronic subscription....Not practical for routine information gathering, better for writing research papers....Use the "combine" and "limit" features.



PubMed

Access via CPMC Library at http://cpmcnet.columbia.edu/library/

Service is FREE via Library

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing PubMed:    79%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of PubMed During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        3.94

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

24%

24%

57%

71%

64%
Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

2%

71%

24%

45%

55%

General Comments on PubMed:

First place to go for that all-impressive review article.  Fast, too.... Much easier to use than Medline...This is the best resource for finding obscure information.  If it's not here, it doesn't exist...Whenever you have free time to look up info about a disease/therapy....Useful for finding published articles in preparation for preceptor presentations, writeups, etc.... The interface is easier to use than Ovid - more intuitive. However, it does not list which resources are in the library here...

Did not find it helpful, too easy to get lost in it....The "clinical queries" section is particularly good for getting clinical information.



MD Consult

Access via web at http://www.mdconsult.com/

Student Rate is $120/Year unless we can convince the library to subscribe.

Direct access to primary texts and articles.

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing MD Consult:    88%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of MD Consult During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        4.57

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

74%

60%

90%

86%

64%
Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

86%

76%

40%

43%

57%

General Comments on MD Consult:

$120 for the year - definitely worth it...Used it ALL the time, everywhere, for everything. So convenient to have all those specialty texts at your fingertips, along with full text articles...Before I discovered UpToDate, this was my go to online resource.  Afterwards, it became a handy way to get full-text articles (though usually not the best articles around) and occasionally to find some nugget of information in one of the texts.  The search engine is not that great, and it takes a while to find anything useful.  Not nearly as good as UpToDate.  This might be worth going in on with a couple of friends... Very handy, especially for textbook chapters.  I shared the service with someone... Only bad thing about this is that it doesn't print out well...fantastic resource...This is a nice resource for chapters and presentations and quick answers to management questions....Does NOT search NEJM... You will use it daily on medicine and frequently on other services....It's much cheaper than buying that many textbooks and i used it all the time from home (which isn't right on campus)...Not that useful since I only used it to get text chapters, and much of that content already exists in the "full text resources" section of the library webpage (including Harrison's Online)...Good overall, but not as high yield as uptodate.



UpToDate Online

Access via web at http://www.uptodate.com/

Student Rate is $195/Year.

Contains literature reviews on a wide variety of disease processes along with specific treatment recommendations.  Does NOT provide access to primary texts or articles.

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing UpToDate:    40%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of UpToDate During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        4.41

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

43%

38%

33%

31%

21%
Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

0%

38%

14%

17%

12%

General Comments on UpToDate:

The best on-line resource. Expensive- the hospital should have it on all computers and available to all housestaff and students via password, like at other institutions...This is an excellent source for most topics in medicine.  It provides excellent reviews of diseases and the current literature...Get it free through your hospital -- Stamford and Harlem have it (maybe others)....This is like having a concise, well-written syllabus entry for any topic.  It's an ideal place to start your research and usually references the definitive papers.  I've heard that it does not always live up to its name in rapidly-changing fields like cancer or HIV chemotherapy, but I've never been disappointed with it otherwise.  It's an invaluable resource.  If you have the registrar's office send a letter saying you are enrolled as a student, it costs about $200 for the year. Columbia should really have an institutional subscription to this one...This is the med student's best friend - the residents, too.  It's very well organized, thorough, useful, up to date, and written by experts in the field. You'll be surprised at how many management decisions are actually made based on an UpToDate search. The best time to use this is if you have a few minutes on the floor before attending rounds or whatever, to get a good start on what to think about for your patient. It's also a great place to start for researching your writeups or papers at home, because it has all the general knowledge information with the reference articles cited and abstracted so that you can get to the papers yourself. The only negative aspect to UptoDate is the cost. I would, however, say that the service is worth the price...Probably the best way to become an expert on a given topic in the shortest amount of time. This site is great for when you need to learn a lot of info fast. Basically, they review all the primary literature three times a year, then summarize everything related to a given topic. It's great for rounds and patient write-ups. Unfortunately, it's VERY expensive... Not useful if you have a patient with a peculiar set of findings or are trying to understand a specific aspect of their disease.  It's good for general disease understanding.



Harrison's Online

Access via CPMC Library at http://library.cpmc.columbia.edu/hsl/eresources/digitalapp.cfm?books=yes
Service is FREE via Library

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing Harrison's:    43%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of Harrison's During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        3.61

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

26%

14%

36%

31%

0%
Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

43%

0%

0%

0%

0%

General Comments on Harrison's:

Used Cecil's on MDConsult...I got the free trial.  Didn't use it much.  I have the hard-copy books....Good for review of diseases...Too dense and time-consuming for medicine...read lange's current medical diagnosis and treatment. May not get all the information you need for subspecialty diseases, etc.  But useful if you don't have a Harrisons at home ready for use.... Major problems with printing out (probably intentional)....At home, to read up on patients.  an excellent resource.  Highly readable as opposed to the paper version...Harrison's online is a great resource - but I have my own copy at home, so that's mostly what I use. The hospital has a subscription, so you can use that instead - but it's really difficult to print out pages from it for some reason....I like Cecil's--which i have at home... I prefer the print version to the online version because it's just too hard on the eyes to read so much information from a computer screen.



Cochrane Database

Access via web at http://www.cochrane.org/
Service is FREE

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing Cochrane:    45%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of Cochrane During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        3.26

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

14%

17%

21%

29%

29%
Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

0%

29%

19%

29%

0%

General Comments on Cochrane:

I never got into it, not always high yield, a little confusing to use...Use this to find information about treatment because this is the most up-to-date evidence- based source....Used in Peds, because Dr. Miller pushes it. Otherwise, I didn't use it....Not very high-yield...Good to pull stuff together or when you need to find a consensus on a broad topic... When you need to do a presentation, first look at the Cochrane database and find an interesting review.  Cochrane will have reviews on all the current "controversies." Then use the review as the backbone of your presentation...Learn to use this early!!!



eMedicine

Access via web at http://www.emedicine.com/
Service is FREE via "Corporate Sponsor"

Percentage of Respondents Utilizing eMedicine:    10%

When and For What Do You Use This Resource?
Utility of eMedicine During 

3rd Year (Maximum 5.00):        4.50

What Types of Information Do You 

Use This Resource to Find?

On the floor, to better understand a disease

On the floor, to aid in patient management decisions

At home, to learn about a disease

At home, to do research for patient writeups

Other


% Used

10%

5%

7%

5%

5%
Textbook Chapters

Review Articles

Pharmacologic Studies

Other Therapeutic Studies

Other Journal Articles


% Used

5%

10%

2%

2%

5%

General Comments on eMedicine:

Search for "emedicine" along with your question at www.google.com to pull up the page for free.



What other online resources are useful?

· New England Journal of Medicine (http://www.nejm.org/): Columbia has an institutional subscription via CPMC Library Page.  Great place to start.

· Center for Disease Control website (http://www.cdc.gov/): Good for infectious disease questions and current guidelines and recommendations for treating and evaluationg certain diseases. Government health sites, such as for asthma, diabetes. Good for guidelines, etc.

· British Journal of Medicine (http://bmj.com/)

· Just a plain old Google search can be surprisingly high yield.
